Vernon Fire Department

The Fire Season is Upon Us Now — Please Abate Fire Hazards on Your Property

Fire officials are alarmed that southern California is at the end of the fourth-driest rainy season
since 1877, subsequently the fire season that normally starts in late the summer months is
upon us now.

The City of Vernon Fire Prevention Inspectors are currently making annual safety inspections of
local business sites and private properties including all exterior areas. We are requesting that

building occupants/owners take immediate action to remove and clear any potential fire

hazards including excess brush, trash, and debris that may be present on your property and

adjacent to railroad spur tracks. All brush must be cut to a minimum of 3 inches in height.

Additionally, all outside storage must be kept clear of adjacent property boundaries by at least
3 feet. This practice should be maintained throughout the year. If fire hazards are found during
these inspections, the occupant/owner will be issued a correction notice.

Vernon Fire Department has been working with the local railroad companies (Union Pacific,
Burlington Northern, and Los Angeles Junction) that have rail-track within our City to clear their
respective properties of fire hazards that may be present, including brush. Their crews are
regularly moving throughout the City within their areas of responsibility. However, the
responsibility of the railroad ends at their easement or property lines. These easements start at
8’ 6” from the center of the tangent (straight) railroad track and 9’ 6” from curved-track
centerline. There has been some confusion over who is responsible for the spur-tracks (private
right-of-way tracks) that connect to the rail service adjacent to buildings. To clear up this
ambiguity, the spur-tracks are owned by the property owner. Consequently, it is the duty of the
building owner/occupant to remove remaining hazardous debris adjacent to your property and
the spur tracks.

Please help keep our City safe and clean. We look forward to your full cooperation and
participation in the abatement of all fire hazards. If you have any questions or concerns, contact
Vernon Fire Department / Fire Prevention at 323 583-8811, extension 282.

Jed Hulsey

Fire Marshal



