
 
 

 
 

February 5, 2015 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Fred MacFarlane – (213) 369-8425 
 
Van de Kamp’s January 2015 Independent Reform 
Monitor Report concludes, ‘Vernon in the past six 
months continues on its reform path’ 
 
Vernon, CA – John Van de Kamp, Independent Reform Monitor of Vernon’s good 
governance policies and ethics practices, has issued his eighth in a series of in-depth, 
biannual progress reports [dating back to his role as the city’s independent ethics 
advisor in February 2011]. 
 
In his 32-page report, issued on January 31, 2015, Mr. Van de Kamp concluded, 
“Vernon in the past six months continues on its reform path. While the city still 
has much to do, the issues it faces – budget balancing, dealing with its unfunded 
pension liability, [bond] refinancing, establishing new zoning rules and 
infrastructure investment – are issues facing most cities. Most important, they are 
on Vernon’s agenda. Many of them will be addressed within 2015.” 

In the preface to his report, Mr. Van de Kamp writes, “This report, which 
essentially covers the period July 31, 2014 to January 31, 2015, was prepared 
with the assistance of Robert Stern, former president of the Center for 
Government Studies and former general counsel to the Fair Political Practices 
Commission… In those six months we have seen continuing progress.” 

To view the full text of Mr. Van de Kamp’s January 31, 2015 Independent Reform 
Monitor progress report on Vernon’s governance and reforms, go to: 
 
http://www.cityofvernon.org/images/government/JohnVanDeKampIndependentRe
formMonitorReport_01_31_15.pdf 

# # # 
 
Vernon was founded in 1905 to create jobs in California. Vernon’s 1,800 businesses create more than 105,000 
jobs in the Los Angeles area – including 55,000 jobs within the city’s 5.2-mile boundary. The Los Angeles 
County Economic Development Corporation designated Vernon as California’s ‘Most Business Friendly City.’ 
Vernon generates more than $330 million in state income and sales taxes, $1.1 billion in taxable spending. 
Vernon’s businesses provide more than 4.4 billion is salaries and wages annually for workers in Los Angeles 
County. For more information, go to www.cityofvernon.org. 
 
 


