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 CITY OF VERNON 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Fire Prevention Bureau 
Telephone: (323) 583-8811 ext. 237 

 
 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Types of Fires 
 
Class A: Ordinary combustible materials such as wood and paper 
Class B: Flammable liquids, oils, greases, and oil based paints 
Class C: Energized electrical equipment 
Class D: Combustible metals such as magnesium, titanium, zirconium, sodium, lithium, & potassium 
Class K: Commercial cooking equipment (grease laden systems)  
 
Portable Fire Extinguisher: A portable device containing powder, liquid or gases which can be expelled 
under pressure for the purpose of suppressing or extinguishing fire. 
 
Labeled: Extinguisher has attached the label, symbol or other identifying mark of the California State Fire 
Marshal, and either Factory Mutual or Underwriter’s Laboratory. 
 
 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
  It is recommended that multipurpose dry chemical (ABC) fire extinguishers be used for all applications 
unless specifically noted otherwise. This type of extinguisher is inexpensive, easily serviced, and effective on 
most types of fires. 
 
 Portable fire extinguishers shall be maintained in a fully charged and operable condition and kept in their 
designated places. 
 
 Extinguishers shall be conspicuously located where they are readily visible, preferably located along 
normal paths of travel. 
 
 Extinguishers shall not be obstructed from view. Under circumstances where this cannot be avoided, 
means shall be provided to indicate their location. 
 
 Extinguishers having a gross weight not exceeding 40 lbs. shall be installed so that the top of the 
extinguisher is not more than 5 ft. above the floor. Extinguishers weighing more than 40 lbs. shall have their 
tops no more than 3.5 ft. from the floor. 
 
 Extinguishers shall be provided for the protection of both the building structure and the occupancy hazard 
contained within the structure. 
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FIRE EXTINGUISHER INFORMATION SHEET, continued 
 
 
 
SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS 
 
 Provide a fire extinguisher, rated at 2A10BC for every 3,000 sq. ft. of floor area per floor for light and 
ordinary occupancies. The travel distance from any point in a building to the nearest extinguisher shall not 
exceed 75 ft. Light hazard occupancies include offices, classrooms, churches, and assemblies. Ordinary 
hazards include woodworking, parking garages, light manufacturing, auto repair not utilizing welding, and 
high-piled storage. 
 
 Provide a fire extinguisher, rated 4A40BC for every 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area per floor for extra hazard 
occupancies. Travel distance from any point in the building to any extinguisher shall not exceed 50 ft. Extra 
hazard occupancies include welding and H occupancies. 
 
 Spray booths and commercial type cooking equipment (that produce grease laden vapors) are special 
hazards. An extinguisher having a minimum rating of 4A40BC shall be provided within 30 ft. of spray booth 
in addition to the fixed extinguishing system. A Class K fire extinguisher shall be within 30 feet of the 
kitchen cooking equipment in addition to the fixed extinguishing. In addition, one or more extinguishers 
rated 2A10BC are also required for the building. (A 4A40BC may be substituted in occupancies under 3,000 
sq. ft. provided the extinguisher remains within 30 ft. of the appliance, and within 75 ft. travel distance of 
any portion of the occupancy.) 
 
Class C Hazards: Extinguishers with Class C ratings shall be required when energized electrical equipment 
may be encountered which would require a non-conducting extinguishing medium. 
 
Class D Hazards: Extinguishers with Class D ratings shall be provided for areas that may involve fires with 
combustible metals. 
 
Class K Hazards: Extinguishers with Class K ratings shall be provided for areas that may involve fires with 
grease laden cooking systems. 
 
MAINTENANCE 
 
Annual Service - Every extinguisher shall be serviced annually or immediately after use, whichever occurs 
first. Licensed servicing companies can be found in the yellow pages under “Fire Protection”. 
 
Service Tags - Every extinguisher shall have a service tag attached which will show date of last service. For 
new extinguishers, the sales receipt is acceptable for one year from date of purchase. 
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